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might increase its cries. Suddenly its anger seemed appeased, and it trotted beside them, swinging its body and its long hanging arms.
On reaching the barrier it gave a bound, and sprang into a palm-tree.
Quitting the last enclosure, they diverged towards Hamilcar's palace, as Spendius comprehended that it would be useless to endeavour to dissuade Matho from his course.
They went on by the Tanners' street, through the square of Muthumbal, and the vegetable-market, and the cross-roads of Cynasyn. At the corner of a wall a man recoiled, frightened by this sparkling object that crossed through the darkness.
" Hide the Zaimph," whispered Spendius.
Other people passed, but they continued unobserved.
At length they perceived the mansions of Megara. The lighthouse, built at the back on the summit of the cliff, illumined the sky with a large, clear, red light; and the shadow of the palace, with its terraces rising one above the other, projected over the gardens like a monstrous pyramid. They entered the gardens through a hedge of jujube trees, cutting off obstructing branches with their poniards* Everything bore traces of the Mercezaaries' recent feast and depredations : the paddocks were broken down ; the watercourses were dried up ; the doors of the ergastulum stood open; no one was visible about the kitchens or cellars. They were astonished by the prevailing silence, broken only by the hoarse breathing of the elephants moving about in their paddocks, and the crepitations from the lighthouse, where a beacon of aloe wood burned.